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Following the Aug. 21 chemical weapons 
attack by unknown perpetrators in the 
suburbs of Damascus, Syria, the world 
watched as President Barack Obama 
wrestled with the situation. Obama declared 
in an address to the nation that to “turn a 
blind eye” to the conflict could increase the 
risk that similar weapons be used again, 
despite the chemical weapons agreement 
that was signed by 190 governments. Other 
world leaders, such as Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who contributed an op-ed to 
The New York Times after Obama’s address, 
disagreed that the proposed U.S. airstrike 
would quell the conflict. By Sept. 14, the 
U.S. and Russia reached an agreement to 
have Syria’s arsenal of chemical weapons 
removed or destroyed by mid-2014, a 
plan that stalled the prospect of American 
airstrikes against the Bashar al-Assad 
regime and its supporters.Marina Shifrin knows how to go out with 

a bang.
On Sept. 28, the MU Journalism 

School grad posted “An Interpretive 
Dance For My Boss Set to Kanye West’s 
Gone,” a tongue-in-cheek bid adieu to the 
Taiwanese news outlet where she worked. 
Within hours, it took the Internet by 
storm, and less than three months later, 
it’s racked up more than 16 million 
YouTube views. Her “I quit” video has 
been mentioned on media sites such as 
Forbes and Huffington Post, and it even 
got her a digital content producer job 
offer from Queen Latifah. She turned the 
offer down.
      She’s currently living in the Chicago 
area and just signed with a manager to 
become a comedy writer in L.A. How 
has her YouTube stardom affected her 
career? We caught up with Marina to ask 
what her next move is.
 
Why did you want to make and 
post this video?
In comedy writing, if you have an idea, 
I think it’s always best to execute it 
before judging whether it’s good. I 
would have never considered posting it 
because I know the power and strength 
of social media. But I was encouraged by 
family and friends. The most important 
encouragement that I received was from 
fellow co-workers who thought it was 
very funny and thought it would go viral. 

The biggest part for me was the 
statement I wanted to make with the 
video. The content of what you’re 
presenting should be the most important 
thing about it.

What’s the most interesting 
feedback you’ve received?
I’ve had a lot of people tell me to enjoy 
the ride. It’s hard to do sometimes. This 
has helped me enjoy what’s happening 
now instead of worrying about what’s 
happening in the future.
 
What’s your dream job? 
One day in the future, if I had my own 
show that I could write for and produce, 
that would be ideal. Hopefully it would 
be a good show that people would enjoy 
watching. 

Tina Fey is one of my idols, and I 
really like strong women in comedy. 
The reason I like comedy is because life 
is not fun sometimes. As a comedian 
and a writer, you can take people away 
from their busy days. Or if they have 
hard lives, a lot of people take comfort 
in entertainment. Whether it’s books or 
movies or TV shows, I think it would 
be a great experience to be a part of the 
team that helps people have fun in their 
lives. It would be fun to be in front of the 
camera, but at the same time, I would 
much rather be behind it writing and 
producing. That’s more of my taste. 

ALL EYES ON SYRIA

Marina Shifrin says “I quit”

For the first time in seven years, the 
annual Roots ’N’ Blues ’N’ BBQ Festival 
hightailed it from downtown and moved 
to Stephens Lake Park. The venue change 
meant more room for bigger stages, but 
it also introduced some logistical hiccups. 
Festival board member Richard King, 
who is also owner of The Blue Note and 
Mojo’s, had two main concerns: attendance 
and transportation. “Going into the fest a 
few days before, we were getting a good 
response,” he says. “The ticket sales were 
strong, and we were feeling good that 
people were going to go to the park.” 

The festival brought in 23,224 
attendees, which is lower than previous 
years but included visitors from 35 states, 
Canada, U.K., Sweden and Germany. For 
those attendees, the main concern was the 
lack of organization surrounding the shuttle 
system. No public parking was allowed 
near Stephens Lake Park for the festival. 
Attendees were encouraged to park in 
downtown garages and take a shuttle to the 
new location.

“We had a slow start on Friday with 
traffic,” says Betsy Farris, president of the 
festival organizer, Thumper Entertainment. 
Long waits to and from the festival resulted 
in frustrated fans.

Future plans, however, could involve 
help from the city. “We are now looking 
into the possibility of utilizing city buses for 
next year,” Farris says. “Those buses would 
run all over Columbia, so it would be a much 
broader footprint.”

The total cost of the festival was 
$83,567 with police protection as 
the biggest expense, and Thumper 
Entertainment covered nearly $32,000 
of the fees. Despite the challenges in 
transitioning the location, King says it 
plans to return to Stephens Lake Park next 
year. “Many said they were skeptical about 
the park, but feedback we got was very 
positive,” he says. “It was a much easier 
event to manage in the park compared to 
downtown. There’s no question about that.”

Organizers are already lining up next 
year’s festival, which will be held 
Sept. 26-28, 2014.

Think moving is a hassle? At least you don’t 
have to find a cardboard box big enough for a 
plaster cast of a Greek statue.

MU announced May 23 that its $22.85 
million Renew Mizzou project would close 
and renovate Jesse, Swallow and Pickard halls. 
The first wave of the project meant vacating 
Pickard Hall of The Museum of Art and 
Archaeology. It will move to Mizzou North, 
the former Ellis Fischel Cancer Center, two 
miles north on Business Loop 70 West.

This surprised university faculty, 
staff and community members. Although 
university representatives said the new 
location would allow more space, others said 
its distance from campus would deter visitors.

On Sept. 30, the museum closed its 
doors “for the foreseeable future” to undergo 
radiation treatment. Small amounts of 
radiation were found in the building from 
the time it housed the chemistry department 
in the 1900s. The museum will reopen when 
renovations of Mizzou North are complete 
in the spring. Because officials don’t know 
whether Pickard will pass radiation testing, 
they can’t be certain the museum will return 
to the facility. In July, Chancellor Brady 
Deaton said the university might pursue 
fundraising for a new facility.
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Read more about Marina’s life after YouTube in our extended Q-and-A at 
voxmagazine.com. While you’re there, relive some of 2013’s most viral videos.


