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T he Celts feared the walking dead thousands of years 

before AMC brought its zombies to our TV screens. 

Halloween has its origins in the Celtic festival Samhain, 

a time when the dead came back and roamed the Earth. 

People would disguise themselves in cloaks and masks 

so the spirits would mistake them as one of their own.  

The original intent of Halloween has since been shrouded 

by elaborate costumes and candy-filled parties, but we 

don’t mind. While we eagerly await the zombies and 

sugar rushes, we’ve put together the must-sees of CoMo’s 

Halloween scene.  Go behind the scenes of FearFest, 

learn the meaning behind your most feared superstitions, 

plan your best yet costume, and fill your calendar with 

fright night events. 

Even if you’re just a 
little “’stitious,” this 

rundown of common 
superstitions will make 
you think twice before 
crossing a black cat.

Freaky FearFest 
actors know how 

to put a spook 
in your step. 

The attraction 
is bigger and 

creepier for the 
10th scaring 

season.

Ditch the witch’s 
hat, and go for an 

people talking. 
From meth cooks 

to monster mashes, 
Columbia costume 

stores have your 
ghastly getups.

These lively 
local Halloween 
events will get 
you in the spirit 
for spooky fun.
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N
estled just past Midway in the western outskirts 
of Columbia, FearFest lures visitors with a 
medley of cranked chain saws and screams from 
people already trapped inside the attraction. 
The Blood ’N’ Bones cafeteria is bedecked with 

caskets and tables, Sweeney Todd and Jaws movie posters and 
a Rob Zombie Zoltar machine that stares vacantly — until 
someone gets too close, and the figure leaps up and slams 
against the glass. 

In celebration of its 10th anniversary, FearFest used the 
entire 46-acre property and merged two former attractions — 
Sarah’s Legend and Slashmaster’s Asylum — into one main 
house of horror.

Nothing compares to the exhilarating cocktail of dread 
and anticipation that bubbles up when first coming upon 
FearFest. The dimly lit hallway of Cursed, the central haunted 
house, ghoulishly greets guests with bloodied limbs hanging 
from the ceiling. If the guests continue, they move on to the 
next section: the outdoor Zombie Safari where zombies creep 
toward a tractor equipped with paintball guns. Next are the 
winding forest trails of The Forgotten. Every rustle in the tree 
branches and every crunching leaf make guests go rigid with 

anticipation. The final destination on this trek of torment is 
the Maze of Terror, a 9-foot tall corn maze filled with clowns. 

 Haunted houses, for most people, amount to one night 
a year (or for the brave, maybe two) of plunking down some 
dough to be scared out of their minds. But for those who pay 
the bills by playing the blood-drenched nurses and creepy 
clowns, the season of terror means something else entirely. 
Like people in any other service industry, haunted house 
actors deal with the gamut of clientele and workday problems. 

They see every type of guest  — disbelieving adults 
reduced to terror, rowdy preteens, drunk jokers and the like. 
For actors with a couple years in the scaring business, people 
become predictable, but that doesn’t make the job any less 
entertaining. Whether you’re a scaredy cat or a fearless hero, 
two FearFest actresses, Chelsea Riley and Sara Hribik, are 
already waiting for you.

 
THE GHOULISH GATEKEEPER 
Riley, a senior studying anthropology, art history and 
archaeology at MU, applied to FearFest during her freshman 
year. Riley liked the concept of haunted houses, but she had 
never visited one. She decided to work there instead. When it’s 
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CHIVEOWEEN PARTY
Where: Roxy’s, 1025 E. Broadway
When: Friday, 8 p.m.
Cost: $5
Call: 777-4886
Online: roxyscomo.com
Chivers, people who post to thechive.com, hold unof!cial 
meetups annually, but the group’s Halloween party at Roxy’s is 
open to all. This bash features a costume contest, photo booth 
and themed drinks. Nathan “Shags” McLeod of KCMQ hosts 
the event. Live performances will be followed by DJs long into 
the witching hours. Proceeds bene!t the Goodman House, a 
historic building damaged in the Joplin tornado.

HALLOWEENIE
Where: The District
When: Friday, 4–6 p.m.
Cost: Free
Call: 442-6816
Online: discoverthedistrict.com
For tiny trick-or-treating tots, Halloweenie takes place at 
participating businesses around The District. Parents can 
shuf"e their costumed kids door-to-door to collect candy. A 
special “Halloweenie participant” poster lets you know where 
to stop.



not the spooking season, she is a lifeguard. 
This year Riley plays The Gatekeeper, a creepy, cloaked 

character lingering in the Cursed area of FearFest. In her 
previous three years, she has played a victim and a nurse. 
The victim, Riley explains, is a fun character to play, acting 
frightened along with the guests and trying to help them 
through the scary space. But, as soon as something goes 
wrong, the victim goes berserk, which effectively startles the 
guests.

The nurse, in particular, was one of her favorites. As this 
character, Riley’s job was to guide guests into the asylum. 
She states the rules and then presses a button that “unlocks” 
the door, all while acting naive of the horrors that await.

This is when the game takes a terrifying turn. 
During Riley’s first year, she encountered a group of 

hulking men. As they entered the nurse’s hallway, Riley 
reminded them to be quiet because the nurses can’t see, but 
they can hear. As a part of her act, she had to trip over a stool 
in the middle of the hallway to prompt the robotic nurses.

The moment a nurse twitched, one guy lunged forward 
and screamed while others in the group ran into walls or 
crawled on the floor until they reached the next room.

“You have not lived until you’ve seen a massive, muscular 
guy screaming like a little girl,” she says. 

 
THE RAMPANT RHYMER 
Hribik, a native of Belvidere, Ill., attended culinary school in 
Chicago before moving to Columbia. 

She works as a chef during the week and devotes 
weekends to toying with visitors at the haunted house. She 
has theater experience and has been working at FearFest for 
two years. 

At FearFest, she specializes in rhymes, an appropriate 
scare tactic for her character this year, the Mad Hattress. 
Hribik practices by coming up with rhymes ahead of time 
and considering a variety of scenarios before getting into 
character.

Although she’s been in the scaring business for only a 
short time, she has had plenty of interesting encounters, 
several of which happened off the clock. Her character last 
year involved a lot of fake blood and gouges on her face. As 
she was driving home at 2 a.m., she had to stop for a sobriety 
check on Providence Road. After she handed over her license 
and proof of insurance, the officer shouted for an ambulance 
because Hribik’s garish makeup was still intact.

On a different night, she saw that her neighbor’s door 
was slightly ajar. Concerned, she closed the door and then 
knocked to alert him. Her neighbor answered with a crowbar 
in hand. Before she could explain that she was not an intruder 
and only wanted to make sure everything was all right, he 
asked if she was OK. She then remembered she was still in 
makeup and reassured him she was fine.

Makeup misunderstandings aside, Hribik stresses the 
importance of staying in character, which can be a challenge 
when customers become rude. The only exception to this 
rule is emergencies. Last year, a little girl went missing, and 
Hribik did not hesitate to break character to begin searching. 
As it turned out, the girl wasn’t actually missing. She never 
entered the house. 

Some people who go through FearFest are terrified of the 
simplest things. Once, a group of people entered who were so 
scared, Hribik couldn’t get them out of the front room and 
into the hall. Seeing how skiddish they were, Hribik couldn’t 
resist. She shouted ‘Boo!’ and they bolted. “They left the 
entire building after one boo!” she says.

 
THE IMPORTANCE OF IMPROV
Each year, actors must re-audition for the chance to frighten. 
Potential actors might be asked to do anything from 
impersonating Angelina Jolie to acting schizophrenic. Some 
people come in character while others are given a script 
or character to act out. Improv is a huge part of both the 
audition and the job. Actors have to be able to improvise 

LISTEN CLOSELY. THE ECHOING CACKLE in the 
air? It’s a witch. The black cat outside the window? 
It’s an omen. The shadow in the corner? It’s a long 
lost spirit searching for a second chance at life. These 
images and superstitions have haunted our minds for 
hundreds of years since the first Halloween.

Over time, the festivities of the holiday have 
changed. However, some original elements still live 
on — superstitions. Here are a few that might give you 
goose bumps on a ghoulish Halloween evening.

+ MARIAN MCPHERSON

1. BLACK CATS. If you see a black cat by your door 
or quietly watching outside your window, something 
bad is bound to happen.

2. CANDLE BURNOUTS. If a candle unexpectedly 
burns out, that means you’ll probably be the next 
storyline for Paranormal Activity.

3. NOT-SO-LUCKY NUMBER 13. Just because 
T-Swift has made 13 her lucky number doesn’t mean 
you should. The number 13 is associated with Christ’s 
betrayal because Judas was the thirteenth guest. So, 
if you’re having a Halloween soiree, be sure to invite 
more than 13 people.

4. HALLOWEEN BABIES. It’s said that if you’re 
born on Halloween, you have the innate ability to 
see and communicate with spirits. So, most likely, 
Casper will become your best friend.

5. BOBBING FOR APPLES. Looking for a new 
boo? Ditch eHarmony, and go bobbing for apples. It’s 
believed that whoever gets the first apple out of the 
bucket without using his or her hands will be the first 
to marry.
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Chelsea Riley expertly applies her makeup for her Gatekeeper 
character. Actors spend hours perfecting their costumes each 
night of performing.

FEAR FACTORS

HAUNTED TOUR AT MAPLEWOOD
Where: Boone County Historical Society Museum, 
3801 Ponderosa St.
When: Friday and Saturday, 7 p.m.
Cost: $5
Call: 227-2276
Online: maplewoodbarn.com
The folks at the Maplewood Barn Theatre know the city’s 
scariest secrets, and they want to share them. The tour 
weaves through the buildings of Boone Village and a 
“graveyard” where Columbia’s famous Lenoir and Nifong 
families haunt. The tour concludes at the Maplewood 
House and a run-in with zombies. Columbia might have 
its very own Walking Dead episode on its hands.

THE MONSTER BIKE BASH
Where: Flat Branch Park, 101 S. Fourth St.
When: Saturday, 9 a.m.
Cost: $39.99; $19 for children
Call: 234-4642
Online: offtrackevents.com
This Halloween-themed bike ride cycles from Columbia 
to Rocheport (36 miles, round trip) along the MKT and 
Katy trails. Costumes are required, but be sure they’re 
bike-friendly. Prizes go to the top 10 ensembles. Music pit 
stops allow you to shake your groove thing along the way. 
After-hours parties include events at Broadway Brewery 
and Mojo’s.

CANDY EXPLOSION
Where: Open Door Baptist Church, 
4838 Meadow Lark Lane
When: Wednesday, 6 p.m.
Cost: Free
Call: 499-0705
Online: midmotoday.com
As if getting tons of candy for Halloween isn’t awesome 
enough, Candy Explosion throws carnival games, bounce 
houses and face painting into the mix, and kids go crazy. 
Children !fth grade and younger can indulge in candy and 
Halloween excitement before the holiday even happens. 



Hribik says this year she’s going to lurk in the middle of 
groups.

Part of the actors’ job is determining which people will 
be the easiest to scare. Two easy targets: those clinging to 
their friends before anything has even happened and cool 
cats who scoff and claim it isn’t scary.

Some guests get so petrified that they lose control of 
bodily functions. A little boy who was a volunteer once 
scared a woman so badly that she urinated all over herself. 
Riley says that there was a puddle on the ground, and the 
whole house had to be shut down and cleaned.

 
KEEP YOUR COOL

Regardless of what kind of haunted house participant you 
are — the easily scared, the nonbeliever or the trouble 
seeker — remember that the actors lurking in each of 
FearFest’s attractions are prepared for you. Unlike the 
robotic scares triggered by movement, the actors are 
triggered by your actions and expressions. It doesn’t matter 
which darkened corridor you’re in; they will find you. 
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based on the types of people in the group and what they’re 
saying, either among themselves or to the actors. Obviously, 
this can be unpredictable. 

“It’s really easy to play off of them because people 
always say the same things,” Riley says. If an actor can come 
back with a witty response, everyone else in the group is 
entertained, and the person who made the comment usually 
remains quiet for the rest of the time.

Sometimes guests go too far, and security needs to get 
involved. One time in the darkened elevator, a group of boys 
made contact with Riley, which is against the rules. She 
remained in character, turned up the psycho factor and once 
they exited the elevator, security kicked them out.

 
DARE TO SCARE 
When it comes to the actual scaring, FearFest has two 
different approaches. The first involves creeping into the 
personal space of guests to make them feel uncomfortable. 
The second is good ol’ fashioned surprise. To really get the 
adrenaline going, actors can appear anywhere at any time. 

A VERY DECADENT HALLOWEEN
Where: The Blue Note, 17 N. Ninth St.
When: Oct. 31, 9 p.m.
Cost: $5, $2 minor surcharge
Call: 874-1944
Online: thebluenote.com
This Halloween, prepare for some face melting. 
Columbia-based band Decadent Nation will hit the 
stage with its powerful, thrashing rock ’n’ roll sound. The 
opening acts Hollow Pointe Heroes, The Many Colored 
Death and Ghost in the Machine will lend the evening a 
punk rock, alt-metal vibe.
 

COLUMBIA’S SPOOKTACULAR
Where: Central Missouri Events Center, 
5212 Oakland Gravel Road
When: Oct. 31, 6–8 p.m.
Cost: Free
Call: 874-7460
Online: gocolumbiamo.com
Columbia’s annual Tiger Night of Fun, now called 
Spooktacular, is still the same safe trick-or-treating 
alternative for the kiddos of CoMo. Ghouls and goblins 12 
and under can enjoy games and plenty of candy all in one 
safe space. 

NECROPLANET
Where: 1207 Rogers St.
When: Thurs.–Sat. through Nov. 2; 8–11 p.m. Thursdays; 
8–midnight Fridays, Saturdays and Halloween
Cost: Necropolis $13; The Pit $7; Chaos in 3D $5; 
Necropolis and The Pit $15; All three $18
Contact: contact@necroplanet.com
Online: necroplanet.com
With three frightening attractions in one location, 
Columbia’s terrifyingly beloved haunted house, now in 
its ninth year, is back for more thrills. The original house, 
Necropolis, is accompanied by the newly revamped Pit 
and the all-new Chaos in 3-D. Live music every Friday and 
Saturday night top off the weekend scares.  

Michael Dabney isn’t clowning around. Be ready for 
three to four other clowns lurking and ready to scare in 
the Maze of Terror. 

Courtney Barker practices her menacing glare as a doll-
like character. She says the mask is difficult to put on 
because of her thick hair.

FEARFEST HAUNTED HOUSE
WHERE: 6402 W. Hwy 40
WHEN: 8 p.m.–midnight, Fri.–Sat.; 8–10 p.m. 
Thursdays, Sundays and Halloween 
COST: Cursed $15; VIP Cursed $20; Zombie 
Safari, The Forgotten and Maze of Terror 
$15; VIP Zombie Safari, The Forgotten and 
Maze of Terror $20; all attractions $20; VIP all 
attractions $30
CALL: 446-3327
ONLINE: fearfesthauntedhouse.com

“Actors have 

to be able 

to improvise 

based on 

the types of 

people in the 

group and 

what they’re 

saying.”

VISIT VOXMAGAZINE.COM FOR 
MORE FUN AND SPOOKY

HALLOWEEN EVENTS



COLUMBIA COSTUMERS

Pop-culture references aren’t just found on those websites we visit more than we’d care to admit; they’re also 
in this year’s hottest Halloween costumes. Miley Cyrus twerked her way to countless Twitter feeds; Walter 
White mastered the art of cooking meth in Breaking Bad; and the camo-clad, colorful characters of Duck 
Dynasty won over America with their down-home ways. Miley’s teddy bear costume is already out of stock 
online at various retailers; other predictions for this Halloween include minions from the !lm Despicable Me 2, 
The Great Gatsby-inspired frocks and The Fox from Ylvis’ YouTube hit “What Does The Fox Say?” 
                 + KRISTI LUTHER

ABSOLUTE VINTAGE
917 E. Broadway 
875-8440
facebook.com/pages/Absolute-
Vintage/103044119757119

If you’re looking to go vintage, this downtown shop 
has a mix of period pieces and costumes. Whether 
you rent your freaky frock today or next week, you 
can wear it every day until Nov. 3. Become Dorothy 
or the Tin Man for one Halloween party, or three. 
Prices vary by costume.
 
GOODWILL
1405 Grindstone Parkway
442-4050
mersgoodwill.org 

Is your closet falling short of just the right 
costume piece? Goodwill is a donation center near 
tons of student housing, so many crazy items are 
donated often. Surely, there will be some pieces 
right up your alley. 

GOTCHA! COSTUMES
819 E. Walnut St.
442-2540
facebook.com/gotcha.costumes 

Gotcha! specializes in all things eccentric. Walls 
of wigs, masks and out!ts help create a costume 
masterpiece. This is a great option if you want to 
shop local with the selection and quality of a party 
store. 

MAUDE VINTAGE 
818 E. Broadway 
449-3320
maudevintage.com

During October, Maude Vintage is a hot spot for 
costumes in Columbia. From a Victorian gown 
to a vampire getup, the shop has what you need. 
Attending multiple parties? Rent an entire out!t 
(including accessories) for two days for $30 or for 
a week at $35. 

SPIRIT HALLOWEEN AT 
COLUMBIA MALL
2300 Bernadette Drive 
303-6899
spirithalloween.com

Spirit stores pop up in August right before 
fall rolls around and in time for Halloween. If 
you’re not the homemade costume type, head to 
Columbia mall for a huge selection. But don’t wait 
until everything’s picked over — popular costumes 
might have already sold out. 

WALTER WHITE OF BREAKING BAD

Go with the button-down and tighty-whitie out!t 
from the Breaking Bad pilot, or opt for a more 
complete hazmat suit. (Fun fact: Walter White’s 
tighty-whities were sold on Ebay for nearly $10,000.) 
A few simple items will help you keep the spirit of 
the cook alive. Just leave the meth at home, kids. 

Shopping starting point: Orscheln

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
• Yellow jacket
• Yellow pants
• White surgical mask
• Blue rubber gloves
• Goggles
• A killer beard (real or fake)

DUCK DYNASTY

There’s only one word you need to know to embody 
these Louisiana entrepreneurs and TV stars — 
camo. Camo vests, pants, shirts, jackets, hats, 
headbands. Anything you can !nd, grab it. 

Shopping starting point: a local hunter friend 
or your friendly Bass Pro Shop

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
• Camo of your preference. We like the vest 

option.
• Camo bandana
• A classic beard, long and with a hint of gray
• A plastic duck to keep you company
• Optional: A Duck Commander duck call

ORANGE IS THE NEW BLACK

Choose from numerous characters in this 
breakthrough Net"ix series. Rock tons of hair buns 
as “Crazy Eyes” or the Plain Jane look of main 
character Piper Chapman. This style is quick and 
easy, and you can !ll in unique details from the 
inmate of your choosing. 

Shopping starting point: Maude Vintage

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
• Orange jumpsuit
• Name tag of your favorite character (i.e., Piper 

Chapman, Taystee)
• Prop — screwdriver, BBQ sauce, etc.

GHOULISH GARB
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LUCILLE BLUTH OF 
ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT

She’s the matriarch we all love to hate. Lucille Bluth 
re-emerged this year when Arrested Development 
streamed on Net"ix. Go for a classic professional 
getup — think Hillary Clinton with sass — or opt for 
one of her many fabulous Motherboy out!ts. 

Shopping starting point: Absolute Vintage

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
• Skirt suit
• Brooch
• Glass or bottle of alcohol
• A hint of condescension with everything you say

HELLO MY NAME IS

PIPER


